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the English Parliament offered the sum of twenty thousand pounds to the discoverer of any means by which the
captain of a ship at sea could determine his position on the ocean within thirty miles. Not even this shining
reward - the greatest, perhaps, ever offered for a scientific discovery, and at that time a fortune in itself - could
effect the object. A method was proposed, but the committee to which it was referred declared that no
astronomical tables existed of sufficient correctness to make it of any value. With the best data the world then
possessed, the error might be as great as nine hundred miles; and to bring it down even to two hundred miles,
an extensive series of new observations of the heavenly bodies must be undertaken. Charles Il., to whom the
report was made, is said to have exclaimed on reading the letter, But | must have them observed; and he
thereupon founded the Observatory at Greenwich, an institution to which every nation that has a marine owes
an incalculable debt for the commercial prosperity it enjoys, and upon which the sailor in every clime depends
for the safety and certainty with which he traverses the ocean. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in
the original, such as a blemish or missing...
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