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there are people in the south of France who are ready to deny that the Prussian hordes ever really swept away
the frontiers of Alsace and Lorraine, and marched triumphant through the Barriere de | Etoile, turning its
sculptured victories into bitter derision, and the Elysian fields into a national purgatory, so many of us must
have felt that the events of the last four years were needed to convince us with intimate sense that the Church
and the world are hic et nunc internecine foes, and that we must in our place and measure take our side and
abide by it. Yet, as in the former instance so in the latter also, the battle was always waged, and the
combatants, if not engaged hand to hand, yet arrayed in opposite ranks, and variously conscious of the
presence of the enemy. It may be, perhaps, interesting if in the following remarks we endeavour not so much to
contribute anything to a knowledge of the facts of the struggle now engaged between the Prussian Imperial
Chancellor s government and the Church, as to indicate some of its antecedents, and trace them to their
present issue, and thus show that the unexpectedness to us of Prince Bismark s attack is not so much an
objective phenomenon as a revelation of our own personal ignorance of what has been kept from our
knowledge, less by the guile of conspirators in high places than by our own incuria. Not wishing to repudiate
the truth conveyed in the homely maxim of minding your own business, one yet cannot but regret...
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