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their own words using over one hundred written and oral accounts to draw the reader into the close combat
experienced by these amazing men. The reader will feel the emotions and realism associated with combat, as
conveyed in the words of the veterans themselves. From the Back Cover Lieutenant Colonel Ben Vandervoort,
forever immortalized by John Wayne in the movie, The Longest Day, was one of the great combat commanders
of World War II. He led one of the finest infantry battalions ever fielded by the United States Armythe 2nd
Battalion, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment. Their incredible true story is now told for the first time in the
words of Lieutenant Colonel Vandervoort and his troopers. Phil Nordyke has gathered an amazing amount of
first person accounts through interviews, oral histories, diaries, letters, memoirs, awards files, and oJicial
accounts. He has skillfully woven their words together in an exciting and powerfully compelling narrative that
puts the reader into the heart of combat with these elite warriors. Vandervoort and his paratroopers were at
the forefront of...
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