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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1873. Excerpt: . . . REMARKS. (A) The Bible is Hebrew literature. Undoubtedly the Book bears that
character, for it is a collection of tracts, the work of above thirty authors, who utter what they have to say, not
contemporaneously, but in succession, and along a vast line of time, --about sixteen hundred years; yet, as De
Quincey puts it, all the writers combine to one end, and lock, like parts of a great machine, into one system. This
organic unity is very remarkable. Whether Moses, or Paul, or John speaks, the impression left is, that behind
each is one and the same guiding intelligence. If the Book is not more than literature it is a delusion and a
snare, since it professes to bear a much higher character. Whoever wrote or edited the Pentateuch, for
example, certainly regarded his work as something different from an ordinary literary production. He believed
that he was recording things, a knowledge of which could only have been obtained by direct communication
with the Eternal. The Jewish nation has always accepted these documents, in whatever way they were
produced, as being what they profess to be, plain and reliable accounts of the dealings of God with their
fathers. | may, if | will, insist that a great part of this early history of mankind is legendary; but | scarcely see
how | can justify the assertion. | have, indeed, had no experience of a miracle, but | know no reason why |
should therefore...
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