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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Peace Corps Mission Statement: 1. To help the people of interested
countries in meeting their need for trained men and women. 2. To help promote a better understanding of
Americans on the part of the peoples served. 3. To promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part
of Americans. As a sophomore in high school, | wrote a report for English class about the book, The Ugly
American. The Americans were US government workers and diplomats, and their ugliness stemmed from their
hubris, ignorance, and disinterest in the people of the fictional country where they served. The book s hero,
Homer Atkins, was considered ugly because of his physical appearance. His behavior, however, was beautiful.
He lived with the natives and understood their needs. He was befriended by the locals and helped them in ways
that may have been small to their country, but very important in their everyday lives. | was enthralled by the
story of Homer Atkins. His life in a different culture seemed so interesting, and his work seemed to be important
and fulfilling. | wanted to be like him. Then, | heard John F. Kennedy say, "Ask not what your country can do for
you, ask what you can do for your country" during his inaugural address. He had long endorsed the
establishment of a program like the Peace Corps. In May of 1961, he congratulated the first volunteers by mail,
and in August hosted a ceremony for the groups departing for Africa. The Peace Corps had become a reality,
and | knew this was something | wanted to do. Questions haunt many returned volunteers; "Did | accomplish
anything? Is my...
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