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STEEL DRIVIN' MAN: JOHN HENRY: THE UNTOLD STORY OF AN
AMERICAN LEGEND

Oxford University Press Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Steel Drivin' Man: John Henry: the
Untold Story of an American Legend, Scott Reynolds Nelson, The ballad "John Henry" is the most recorded folk
song in American history and John Henry-the mighty railroad man who could blast through rock faster than a
steam drill-is a towering figure in our culture. But for over a century, no one knew who the original John Henry
was-or even if there was a real John Henry. In Steel Drivin' Man, Scott Reynolds Nelson recounts the true story
of the man behind the iconic American hero, telling the poignant tale of a young Virginia convict who died
working on one of the most dangerous enterprises of the time, the first rail route through the Appalachian
Mountains. Using census data, penitentiary reports, and railroad company reports, Nelson reveals how John
Henry, victimized by Virginia's notorious Black Codes, was shipped to the infamous Richmond Penitentiary to
become prisoner number 497, and was forced to labor on the mile-long Lewis Tunnel for the C&O railroad.
Nelson even confirms the legendary contest between John Henry and the steam drill (there was indeed a steam
drill used to dig the Lewis Tunnel and the convicts in fact drilled faster). Equally important, Nelson masterfully
captures the life of the ballad of John Henry, tracing the song's evolution from the first printed score by blues
legend W. C. Handy, to Carl Sandburg's use of the ballad to become the first "folk singer," to the upbeat version
by Tennessee Ernie Ford. We see how the American Communist Party appropriated the image of John Henry as
the idealized American worker, and even how John Henry became the precursor of such comic book super
heroes as Superman or Captain America. Attractively illustrated with numerous images,...
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Other Books

Th e gen u in e b o o k marketin g case an aly sis o f  th e th e lam ligh t.  Y in  Qih u a                               
Scien ce Press 21.00( C h in ese Ed itio n )       
paperback. Book Condition: New. Ship out in 2 business day, And Fast shipping, Free Tracking
number will be provided aLer the shipment.Paperback. Pub Date :2007-01-01 Pages: 244
Publisher: Science Press Welcome Our service and quality...
Sav e ePu b  »  

Th e C o u n try  o f  th e Po in ted  Firs an d  Oth er Sto ries ( H ard scrab b le Bo o ks- Fictio n                        
o f  N ew  En glan d )      
New Hampshire. PAPERBACK. Book Condition: New. 0874518261 12+ Year Old paperback
book-Never Read-may have light shelf or handling wear-has a price sticker or price written
inside front or back cover-publishers mark-Good Copy- I ship FAST...
Sav e ePu b  »  

Th e Tro u b le w ith  Tru cks:  First Read in g Bo o k f o r 3  to  5 Y ear Old s                 
Anness Publishing. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Trouble with Trucks:
First Reading Book for 3 to 5 Year Olds, Nicola Baxter, GeoQ Ball, This is a super-size first
reading book for 3-5 year...
Sav e ePu b  »  

To o  Old  f o r M o to r Racin g:  A  Sh o rt Sto ry  in  C ase I Did n t L iv e L o n g En o u gh  to                                          
Fin ish  Writin g a L o n ger On e      
Balboa Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 106 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x
6.0in. x 0.3in.We all have dreams of what we want to do and who we want to become. Many of
us eventually decide...
Sav e ePu b  »  

Y o u  Sh o u ld n 't H av e to  Say  Go o d b y e:  It's  H ard  L o sin g th e Perso n  Y o u  L o v e th e                                       
M o st 
Sourcebooks, Inc. Paperback / soLback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, You Shouldn't
Have to Say Goodbye: It's Hard Losing the Person You Love the Most, Patricia Hermes,
Thirteen-year-old Sarah Morrow doesn't think much of the...
Sav e ePu b  »  
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U n p lu g Y o u r Kid s:  A  Paren t's Gu id e to  Raisin g H ap p y ,  A ctiv e an d  Well- A d ju sted                           
C h ild ren  in  th e Digital A ge      
Adams Media Corporation. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Unplug Your Kids:
A Parent's Guide to Raising Happy, Active and Well-Adjusted Children in the Digital Age, David
Dutwin, TV. Web Surfing. IMing. Text Messaging. Video
Do w n lo ad  PDF »    

A rt ap p reciatio n  ( trav el serv ices an d  h o tel man agemen t p ro f essio n al serv ices                           
an d  man agemen t exp ertise seco n d ary  v o catio n al ed u catio n  teach in g materials                  
su p p o rtin g n atio n al p lan n in g b o o k) ( C h in ese Ed itio n )                      
paperback. Book Condition: New. Ship out in 2 business day, And Fast shipping, Free Tracking
number will be provided aLer the shipment.Pages Number: 146 Publisher: Higher Education
Pub. Date :2009-07-01 version 2. This book is
Do w n lo ad  PDF »    

Th e Po o r M an  an d  H is Prin cess ( Pap erb ack)           
Mark Martinez, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 216 x 140 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Poor Man and His
Princess is a children s short story
Do w n lo ad  PDF »    

Th e Eth ical J o u rn alist ( N ew  ed itio n )           
SAGE Publications Ltd. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Ethical Journalist
(New edition), Tony Harcup, 'Harcup's interviews with local journalists reveal the complexity
of acting ethically through insightful discussions of professional rivalry, the demands
Do w n lo ad  PDF »    

C at's C law  ( "24" Declassif ied )     
Pocket Books, 2007. Paperback. Book Condition: New. A new, unread, unused book in perfect
condition with no missing or damaged pages. Shipped from UK. Orders will be dispatched
within 48 hours of receiving your order.
Do w n lo ad  PDF »    
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