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received the invitation from Springer-Verlag to produce a volume on drug-induced birth defects for the
Handbook of Experimental Pharmacology, we asked ourselves what new approach could we offer that would
capture the state of the science and bring a new synthesis of the information on this topic to the worlds
literature. We chose a three-pronged approach, centered around those particular drugs for which we have a
relatively well established basis for understanding how they exert their unwanted effects on the human embryo.
We then supplemented this information with a series of reviews of critical biological processes involved in the
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